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Office of Me Secretary 

Joseph L. Long 
Super mtendenl 
ol~~l@!nwoca org 

(419) 823-4381 
141 3) 823- 3035 Fax 

July 3,  2003 FCC Secretary: 

Please file under 
Ms. Marlene Dortch 
Secretary, FCC 
Room TW-B204 
455 12"' Street sw CC Docket 02-6 
Washington D C 20554 E-rate Appeal 

471 App. No. 355487 
Appeal of Otsego Public Schools Otsego Public Schools 
E-Rate Funding 
CC Docket No 96-45 
CC Docket No 97-2 1 
171 Applicatlon No 355487 

Dear Secretary Dortch. 

Congressman Paul E Glllrnor has advised that the Otsego School 
District can submit a letter to the Commission requesting a waiver of the 
urban designation in relation to our school district's E-Rate 
classification. All portions of our school district are in Congressman 
Gillmor's district, a rural agricultural district that stretches 6om an 
Amish area southeast of Cleveland through the northern portion of Olio 
to the Indiana-Michigan border. Please consider this letter our request 
for a change in designation to rural 

Our school district covers over one-hundred fifty square miles and 
includes four small villages, When one travels between the villages they 
can easily count more farm tractors than people. No cornmunity in our 
county, Wood County, Ohio, approaches the criteria for urbanized based 
upon population. 'The City ofPenysburg (pop. 16,945) is classified 
urban based on it's proxlrnity to Toledo in LUW County. We are 
appealing the current classification following the logic that permits New 
England communities to be rural in a county classified urban. As in 
similar situations in New England, the proximity of a community of less 
than 17,000 denies relief under the act to the remainder of the county 
which is responsible for aver 90% of the student population in the 
county a .t3 hc: :,{ :,' ( .-,I_ ,,.:is I L + ' ( j L  
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To illustrate the fact that we are indeed rural, one can review an AAA Tour Book 
of our area and find there are only three communities listed. These are Bowling 
Green, Perrysbur-g and Grand Rapids. Bowling Green is noted because of its 
university. Penysburg Is listed as the site of Fort Meigs. Grand Rapids is in our 
school district and has a population of around 1,000. It is listed because of its 
historic grist mill and canal. Both Bowling Green and Penysburg list 
accommodations in the tour book because of the motels along 1-75, Grand Rapids 
is not listed. It is rural and has not motels. This is not surprising when the 
agricultural demographics ofthe Otscgo School District are taken into account A 
visitor to our school district coming from any direction would immediately 
recognize the district as being rural. Not unlike rural areas of the west or south 

It is very interesting to note that Claritas Incorporated provides a Web-site titled, 
“You Are Where You Live” and it clearly describes the communities in our 
school district rural. In fact, based on their PRIZM lifestyle segmentation system 
which defines every neighborhood in the U S., we are described as having remote 
rural families. Pages from their site are attached for review. They reveal that our 
citizens are most likely to own a pick-up truck own a tractor, and read Country 
Living. Does this sound like urban living? 

Recent federal programs such as “NCLB” place undo economic hardships on 
rural school districts. Ohio’s second ranking State Senator, our district’s senator, 
has rehsed to endorse NCLB due to its impact on local schools. In neighboring 
Lucas County. a true suburban “urban” school district needs just five mills to raise 
forty million dollars for scliool construction and receives minimal state assistance 
for facilities because of it’s industrial base and high personal income aril’s 
residents. In contrast, our rural district must vote in twenty mills to raise forty 
million dollars for facilities. 

Another example of our rural status is the fact that we pay a premium on our 
monthly phone bills to call an urban area, Toledo, or they pay long distance 
charges. The same applies to calls we make to suburban areas around Toledo. 
This is significant to our residents because they are served by medical facilities 
and other service agencies in the Toledo area. 

Your consideration of our appeal i s  most appreciated. We hope to hear a positive 
response in the near hture. 

Sincerely, 

Superintendent 



W e d  J u l  9 10:25:40 2 0 0 3  LIPSCOMB GREG 

J u l  09 03 10:07a Otsego Local School Dist. 419-823-3035 

OTSEGO 1 @CAI, SCHOOLS 

Joseph L. Long 
Superintendent 
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Christine Ziegler 
Treasurer 
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ou AR Where You Live" is based on our PRlZM lifestyle segmentation system 
PRlZM defines every neighborhood in the U.S in terms of demographically and 

analysis. PRlZM onerr a simple way lo identiv. understand, and target consumers. 
PRlZM links with vinually every major markellng dalabase In the U . . ~ ,  making it a llngua 

&k to You Are When YOU 
lirp 
4kwt MicmVi*b 

behaviorally distinct types or '"cIusters " A precision tool for lifestyle segmenlation and 

hanca lor integrated markering 

Built with 1990 Censtis data, current-year demographics, and data from millions a1 
consumer-purchase recoras. PRlZM contains 62 clusters across 15 social groups - lrom 
the affluenl executlves of "Blue Blood Eslales" to the remote rural families 01 '"Blue 
nlghways'. - PRIZM captures lhe diversily mat is America 

MarKelefs use PHILM to idenbry Which CIUSteE perform at above or below average rates 
lor heir products and sewices. By identlving the neighborhoods type6 where existing 
cuslomers are, nccurale predicuons can be made tor the neighborhood types where 
prospective customers are. Armed with this inlormatian, target marketing plans that focus 
an mese areas can be implemented. 

About P R W  

E L G h k h C l -  ' 1- 
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? ZIP Code Look-Up Program 
Y u Are Where 

I 

Search for another ZIP 

143569 

44 shotguns 6 Pickups 
Rural Blue-Collar Workers &Families 
Age group Mixed 
Blue-ColladFarmng 
Household income 38 500 
1 93% of U S households belong l o  this PRlZM Cluster. 

This PRlZM Cluster is most likely 
to ... . Go fresh wafer fishing . O w n a d o g  . DnnkRCCola . Watch ESPNS . Read Mnlar Trend 

This PRlZM Cluster lives In 
neighborhoods like ... r 

. Maple Rapids, MI . Culleoka. T I  . lion Station. NC 
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66 Agrl-Business 
Rural Farm-Town & R; Families 
Age group: Under 18. 14 
Blue-CollarlFarming 
Huurshold incuinr. 36,500 
1 45% 01 U.S. households belong lo this PRlZM Cluster 

Search for anorher ZIP 

r43569 

This PRlZM Cluster is  most likely 
to ... . Go horseback riding . Buy romance novels . O m  a pick-up . Warch nostalgia N . Read fraternnl magazines 

7'8103 10 I 2  PM 

This PRlZM Cluster lives in 
neighborhoods like ... 

. Easton, MO . Dundee, IA . Pleasant Dale. NE 



W e d  Jul 9 10:25:40 2 0 0 3  LIPSCOHB GREG Page: 6 

J u l  0 9  03 10:OBa Otsego Local School Dist. 4 1 9 - 8 2 3 - 3 0 3 5  P -  5 

You A r t  Wlicic You I IVC fr l,Rl01 I O  IO PM 

Search lor another ZIP 
143565 

58 Blue Highways 
Moderate Blue-CallsrlFarm Families 
Age group' Under 18 
Blue-CollarlFnrminpiSeNice 
Household income: 28.700 
1 95% of U S. households belong io  *is PRlZM Clusler 

This PRlZM Cluster is most likely 
b... . Do lurnilure refinishing . Own a dog . Own a lraclor . Watch Courl TV . Read Country Living 

This PRlZM Cluster lives in 
neighborhoods like... 

. Columbia Falls, MT . Mackinaw City, MI . Whiteneld. NH 

[E H# b w A w q  C h a g c  D d ~ a * M a *  I 
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